In Great Britain hydatid disease is uncommon, and instances of hydatid cysts causing pressure on the spinal cord or nerve roots are rare. There appear to be only fifteen published cases in the medical literature in this country. The last review of spinal hydatid disease seems to be that of Colman (1899). The three new cases here recorded may therefore be of interest. As an illustration of the rare occurrence of hydatid disease in Great Britain, Table I shows the deaths from this disease during the years 1921-50. It is likely that the number of cases in which the spinal column is attacked will always be small in view of the usual distribution of hydatid cysts in man, as recorded in the Hydatid Registry of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (Barnett 1945) (Table II) . T.12 to L.5 (Fig. I) . The main body of the cyst was occupied by daughter cysts, and it had grown in an infiltrative manner, passing through the intervertebral foraminae in the lumbar region.
There were a number of small cysts lying extradurally up to the level of T. 12. Posteriorly, the continuity of the dura was lost, and some small cysts were found in the subarachnoid space in the lumbar region (Fig. 2) 
